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SUBJECT: BASE LAND ISSUE 

SUMMARY: A PREFECTURAL GOVT POLL REVEALS ABOUT 80 PERCENT OF 
OKINAWAN BASE LANDOWNERS DO NOT WANT THEIR LAND RETURNED, MAINLY 
BECAUSE GOJ RENTAL PAYMENTS ARE HIGH. THE LOCAL PRESS ACKNOW- 
LEDGES THIS IS A BLOW TO THE LEFTIST CAMPAIGN FOR IMMEDIATE ABOLISH 
MENT OF U.S. BASES. END SUMMARY 

1. THE OKINAWAN PREFECTURAL GOVT ANNOUNCED ON SEPT 27 THE 
RESULTS OF A POLL TAKEN ON THE VIEWS OF LANDOWNERS WHO PRESENTLY 
RENT LAND TO THE GOJ FOR AMERICAN AND SDF BASES. 3039 LANDOWNERS 
(ABOUT 10 PERCENT OF THE TOTAL) WERE QUERIED AND 824 (SOME 29 PER- 
CENT) REPLIED. 51.3 PERCENT OF THE RESPONDEES SAID THEY DID NOT 
WANT THEIR LAND RETURNED; 27.5 PERCENT PLACED CONDITIONS ON ITS 
RETURN; ONLY 21.1 PERCENT SAID FLATLY THEY WANTED THEIR LAND BACK. 

AS THEIR REASON FOR NOT WANTING THE LAND BACK LANDOWNERS MENTIONED 
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USING THE LAND ONCE THEY GET IT BACK. MOST LANDOWNERS WERE RE 
PORTED AS OLDER PEOPLE HEAVILY DEPENDENT ON LAND RENTALS FOR THEIR 
INCOME. THE POLL OF LANDOWNERS WHO HAD ALREADY RECEIVED BACK 
THEIR BASE LANDS REVEALED THAT 56.7 PERCENT OF THE LAND RETURNED 
REMAINS UNUSED. 

2. LOCAL EDITORIAL COMMENT ON THESE FINDINGS BEWAILED THAT 

THIS IS A BLOW AGAINST THE CAMPAIGN FOR IMMEDIATE ABOLISHMENT OF 
AMERICAN BASES. THE PAPERS LAID RESPONSIBILITY ON THE NATIONAL 
AND PREFECTURAL GOVERNMENTS FOR NOT DEVISING SUITABLE SCHEMES 
FOR CIVIL USE OF THE LAND THAT WOULD GIVE THE OWNERS AS MUCH 
INCOME AS BASE RENTAL. ALSO BLAMED IS THE GOVT FAILURE TO HAVE COM 
PLETED CADASTRAL SURVEYS CLARIFYING LAND OWNERSHIP WHICH STILL RE- 
MAINS CONFUSED FOLLOWING THE WARTIME DESTRUCTION OF LAND RECORDS. 

3. COMMENT: THE LEFTIST CAMPAIGN FOR IMMEDIATE RETURN OF 

OUR MILITARY FACILITIES HAS BEEN BADLY UNDERCUT BY LANDOWNER CON- 
TENTMENT WITH THE FAT GOJ BASE LAND RENTALS. THE SPECTACLE OF 
RETURNED AREAS LIKE CAMPS CHINEN AND BOONE STANDING UNUSED IS 
CHILLING TO THOSE WHO DEPEND ON THEIR LAND INCOME. LOCAL OKI 
NAWAN POLITICAL AUTHORITIES HAVE THUS HAD TO QUIET DOWN ON THIS 
ISSUE, ALTHOUGH THEY REMAIN ANXIOUS FOR RETURN OF SPECIFIC AREAS 
IMPORTANT FOR LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLANNING. WHILE IT CLEARLY IS TO 
AMERICAN INTEREST ALSO TO RETURN CONSPICUOUS AREAS NO LONGER USE- 
FUL FOR OUR PURPOSES, LOCAL POLITICAL PRESSURE IS FAR BELOW WHAT 
IT WAS TWO YEARS AGO. WE WILL, HOWEVER, STILL GET FLAK ON SUCH 
GROUNDS AS NOT GIVING BACK EXACTLY THE PIECES OF LAND PEOPLE 
WANT. IRONICALLY, A SEPT 29 EDITORIAL, AFFIRMING THE PROPER OB 
JEKTIVE OF THE IMMEDIATE ABOLITION OF U.S. BASES, WENT ON TO GRIPE 
ABOUT BOTH BASE RIF'S AND LAND RETURNS, SAYING THE U.S. MILITARY 
QTE JUST THROWS AWAY THE PEOPLE AND LAND THEY NO LONGER NEED END 
QTE 

BSYLVESTER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: LAND, PERSONAL OPINION, TAXES, MILITARY BASES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 01 OCT 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: izenbeiO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975NAHA00491 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750340-0538 
From: NAHA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 9751 092/aaaademu. tel 

Line Count: 92 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: izenbeiO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 6 JUL 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <16 JUL 2003 by MartinML>; APPROVED <19 NOV 2003 by izenbei0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: BASE LAND ISSUE SUMMARY: A PREFECTURAL GOVT POLL REVEALS ABOUT 80 PERCENT OF 
TAGS: MARR, JA 
To: TOKYO 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



